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2008-2009 – An Extraordinary Year

 July 2008 - School board approved a 
community-focused district strategic plan 
outlining the district’s vision  priorities and outlining the district s vision, priorities and 
goals.  A key priority is to maximize resources 
and demonstrate financial accountability.

 October 2008 – Focusing on this priority the 
school board commissioned a facilities study to 
“right size” our facilities to respond to current right-size  our facilities to respond to current 
and future enrollment with a goal of saving 
facilities cost.

 November 2008 - the community supported 
the school district by approving the operating 
levylevy.
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2008-2009 – An Extraordinary Year

 February 2009 – Based on the Facilities Study, 
the school board decided to close two 
elementary schools and one middle school and elementary schools and one middle school and 
to establish new attendance boundaries for the 
remaining 8 neighborhood elementary schools 

d ddl h land 2 middle schools.

 February – August 2009 – The district 
developed and executed a transition plan to developed and executed a transition plan to 
prepare the facilities, staff the schools and 
register students for the 2009-2010 school 
year within the reorganized district structure. 
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Transitioning into a New School Year

Students Attending School in a Different Facility Because:

The neighborhood school closed 994g
(Sandburg, Pilgrim Lane, Sunny Hollow)

The attendance boundary was changed 4,089

RSI elementary magnet was moved to Sunny Hollow 538RSI elementary magnet was moved to Sunny Hollow 538

RSI middle school program was moved to Plymouth 219

IB-MYP was moved to Robbinsdale 275

A t f   d (80% f   d)A transfer was approved (80% of apps were approved)

Resident 828

Non-resident 382

Agenda Item 7.02 
Fall Enrollment Report 
10/19/2009



October 1 Enrollment by School & Grade
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October 1 Enrollment by Grade
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October 1 Enrollment (1998-2009)
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October 1 Enrollment by Level
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October 1 Kindergarten Enrollment
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Enrollment by City
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Enrollment Summary
 October 1, 2009 enrollment is 567 students less 

than Fall 2008 Enrollment.
 The core of the decline is structural; due to lower  The core of the decline is structural; due to lower 

birth rates the number of incoming Kindergarten 
students is less than the graduating seniors from 
the prior yearthe prior year.

 Several years of continued enrollment decline was 
a driving factor to close three schools last spring.

 The decline is evident in all cities within the school 
district.

 Most of the decline was anticipated and is  Most of the decline was anticipated and is 
accounted for in the revenue assumptions of the 
budget.

 Consistent with projections  enrollment at K and 1st Consistent with projections, enrollment at K and 1st

grades show signs that the structural decline is 
slowing.
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Elementary – Mobility Index
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Secondary – Mobility Index
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Elementary – Students Eligible for Free or Reduced Lunch

Agenda Item 7.02 
Fall Enrollment Report 
10/19/2009



Secondary – Students Eligible for Free or Reduced Lunch
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Elementary Minority Students
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Secondary Minority Students
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District Student Ethnic Profile
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English Language Learners (ELL)
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English Language Learners - Elementary
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English Language Learners - Secondary
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Student Home Language Profile – 2009-10
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Demographic Summary
 The district mobility rate has decreased last year 

primarily due to the local economic climate and a 
difficult housing market.difficult housing market.

 The number of students eligible for free or reduced 
lunch has increased significantly due to the adverse 
economic conditions and its impact on familieseconomic conditions and its impact on families.

 The district continues to become more ethnically 
diverse.  This level of diversity is evident in census 

f fdata for first and second ring suburban 
communities.

 The ELL student population is remaining relatively p p g y
constant.  Immigrant families are not moving into 
the community in large numbers because 
employment opportunities have decreased.e p oy e t oppo tu t es a e dec eased
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October 1 Class Size
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2009-2010 Class Size Analysis
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District Class Size Averages 2006 - 2010
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Elementary Average Class Size – District Comparison
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Class Size Summary
 The district has used funds from the successful 

passage of an operating levy to meet and exceed 
district average class size goals.district average class size goals.

 District average class sizes are lower than they 
have been in several years.

 R bbi d l  A  S h l   l  i   Robbinsdale Area Schools average class size 
compares favorably with neighboring public 
schools.

Agenda Item 7.02 
Fall Enrollment Report 
10/19/2009



Summary
 Due to declining enrollment and a desire to focus 

resources toward lower class sizes and instructional 
resources, the district closed three schools to right-resources, the district closed three schools to right
size its facilities, save $2 million annually and help 
the district operate more efficiently.  As a result, 
school facilities are fully utilized and the number of school facilities are fully utilized and the number of 
students in each elementary and middle school are 
as high as we have seen in recent years.

 Using resources from right sizing district facilities  Using resources from right-sizing district facilities 
and the community-supported levy referendum, 
students are benefitting from the lowest average 
di t i t id  l  i   h   i  l district wide class size we have seen in several 
years. 
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